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FROM THE PRESIDENT 


ust like a kaleidoscope, The Garden Club of 

America is ever changing. I would like to share 
three things that I personally believe have contributed 
greatly to the GCA’ high level of effectiveness and 
influence over so many decades, while continually 


incorporatin g chan ge. 


They are strategic focus, organizational clarity, and 
visible accountability for the very highest standards 
of excellence and performance. You will see these three 
elements woven throughout this annual meeting, and 
in particular you will find organizational clarity and 
highly visible accountability in the reports from the 
national and zone leadership you will hear today 


and tomorrow. 


I would like to mention just a few of the events of the 
past year that also reflect these three components of the 
GC45 continued success for the past 102 years. 


At the Annual Meeting in New Orleans last year, I 
reported that commencing in the summer of 2014, the 
Bulletin would be published only four times a year 
rather than six and it would have 72 pages instead of 
36. As you know, the Bulletin with a beautiful new 
format and presentation debuted last summer, and it 
has been received with great acclaim and success. The 
Bulletin is the GCA’s only print publication, and I 
know you are as proud of it as I am. And once again, 
I assure you that the Bulletin will continue in print 
and will continue to be delivered to each GCA club 
member in the US mail. The Bulletin indeed reflects 


visible accountability. 


I am happy to report that a 15-year lease bas been 
signed for GCA Headquarters at 14 East 60th Street 
in New York. Architects have been hired to do a 
reconfiguration that will maximize and enhance the 


use of the existing space. It is expected that the work 


will begin in the next few months. 


In late May 2014, the Executive Committee received 
the report from the 2013-18 Strategic Planning 
Committee (SPC). Each of the twelve zones was 
represented on this excellent committee and the members 
represented multiple generations. The Strategic 
Planning Committees assessments of the GCA were 
carefully examined by the 2013-14 Executive 
Committee and many of the recommendations in the 
report have been put into effect. Ibis is a 
manifestation of strategic focus. 


The SPC examined the issue of whether GUA Annual 
Meetings should be held every year or every other year. 
The results of the survey that was sent to every club 
member and the SPC's interviews with the various 
levels of leadership indicated that an Annual Meeting 
is of great importance to the membership. The 
committee arrived at the recommendation that the 
GCA Annual Meeting should continue to occur each 
year because Annual Meetings provide continuity and 
cohesiveness for the organization. They present a 
valuable opportunity to give the club presidents and 
delegates a greater understanding of the GCA and 
they encourage club membership participation in new 


levels of the organization. 


The Executive Committee concurred with this 
assessment. I would like to add that sending the club 
president and a delegate to the Annual Meeting is 
one of the few stated requirements for each clubs 
membership in Ihe Garden Club of America. It is not 


an option. 


The use of social media has generated a long-standing 
discussion at the GCA in recent years. The Strategic 
Planning Committee was asked to examine the 


current relevance and merit of using social media for 
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The Garden Club of America. After researching the 
many opportunities available, the SPC recommended 
that Twitter could be an appropriate social media 
avenue for some of the work of the GCA that reaches 
outside the club membership. The areas that they 
identified that could be used for Twitter were 
scholarship announcements, flower show dates and 


locations, and press releases. 


A Social Media Ad Hoc Committee was formed to 
examine this recommendation. Ibis committee of three 
was chaired by one of the architects of the original 
GCA website. The other two members were a tech- 
savvy young member of a GCA club and a GCA 
Director who was a total novice in the world of 


social media. 


This ad hoc committee concurred with the 
recommendation of the SPC regarding the use of 
Twitter. Because aspiring scholarship candidates 
represent a generation that communicates through 
social media, it proposed that an ideal place to start 
would be with the dissemination of information about 


GCA scholarships. 


The Executive Committee carefully and judiciously 
examined the proposal and agreed to gingerly test the 
social media waters. It approved the use of Twitter by 
the Scholarship Committee strictly on a trial basis, 
with an evaluation to take place after six months. The 
GCAs use of Twitter with tweets that were approved 
by the Scholarship Committee was launched in early 


March and the tweets have continued. 


I want to emphasize that the use of Twitter for the 
GCA is for the purpose of disseminating objective 
information. Readers of these tweets can access 
information about scholarships on the public page of 
the GCA website and they can reply to the tweets but 
a response to them from the GCA is not required 
unless warranted. Many other considerations and 
details have been addressed and strict control will be 


retained over this process. 





The ad hoc committee also recommended the use of 


Instagram for the sharing of photos by the 


Photography Committee, but a decision regarding that 
was deferred. 


The Garden Club of America will continue to face the 
many challenges that come with modern technology. 
Meeting and properly addressing and assessing these 
challenges will help to keep this organization vital. 
Saying that the internet or the use of social media isnt 
working or appropriate for us 1s like saying the solar 
system isnt working for us. It 1s our job to learn how 
it works, and then learn to be smart about working 


with its nature and how to make it work for us. 


Nowhere has this been more evident than in the 
GC4 s website. I am confident many of you remember, 
not so many years ago, the initial resistance to 
conducting GCA business electronically. Our website, 
in a few short years, is now the primary vehicle for 


conducting business at every level of the organization. 


A significant and quite remarkable update to the 
website was made by the staff last June under the 
supervision the GC4 s Chief Operating Officer. These 
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updates and changes to the website have been praised 
in every part of the GCA from the national leadership 
to the clubs. Many subsequent updates have been 


implemented and more will continue to occur. 


I would like to take this opportunity to give special 
recognition to our Uhief Operating Officer, Jennifer 
Barnette. She began working for the GCA less than 
three years ago and she has literally transformed the 
office and the way the GCA conducts its business. This 
remarkable transformation 1s due almost solely to her 
vision and her efforts to make those visions become 
realities. Ihe GCA as an organization, and we as 
individuals, are the beneficiaries of her efforts. I am 
going to make an unprecedented gesture at an Annual 
Meeting and ask you to join me in recognizing our 


COO and her accomplishments. 


Another recommendation of the Strategic Planning 
Committee was the removal of the fiduciary 
responsibilities of the Directors because they are not 
involved in the considerations of many of the financial 
matters they are asked to ratify. Ihe GCA’ lawyers 
have long questioned this bifurcated system. The 
Executive Committee, after lengthy and careful 
consideration, concurred with this recommendation. 
After receiving legal approval, the removal of the 
fiduciary responsibilities for the Directors was 
approved by the 2013-14 Executive Committee and 
the 2013-14 Directors last June. Effective July 1, 
2015, the Directors will be called Zone Directors. 

They will no longer ratify GCA financial matters but 
they will continue to serve as strong and vital leaders 
in their zones and they will continue to be informed of 


all actions of the Executive Committee. 


One zone director will continue to serve on the 
Executive Committee and will have voting power. 
This change has been incorporated in the revised GCA 
Bylaws. Beginning with this meeting, the Directors 
are now in charge of the Annual Meeting workshops 
for the club presidents, delegates, and zone 


representatives. 


Perhaps you noted my use of the word revised in 
terms of the Bylaws. When I began my term, I asked 
the chairman of Policy Research Committee to 
examine the GC4 s Bylaws, Standing Rules and 
Policies for consistency and to streamline them in 
terms of removing redundancies and contradictions. 
This two-year project has finally been accomplished, 
thanks to the concerted and prolonged efforts and 
commitment of this individual. The new versions have 
been approved by the current Executive Committee 
and Directors. They will be posted on July 1 of this 
year and will go into effect on that date. I encourage 
you to become familiar with the GCA’ Bylaws, 
Standing Rules and Policies. They serve as a 
foundation for making wise decisions at every level of 


GCA leadership. 


The organizational chart has been updated and posted 
and now properly conforms to the true structure of 
the GCA and how it functions both legally and as a 
unique entity. These changes are reflected in the 


revised Bylaws. 


The changes that have occurred this past year reflect 
the strategic focus, organizational clarity, and visible 
accountability for the very highest standards of 
excellence and performance that I mentioned earlier. I 
applaud your Executive Committee for having the 
clarity of vision, the courage and the wisdom to move 
beyond its comfort zone in some instances. They have 
displayed true leadership, both individually and 
collectively. In my final message in the Bulletin that 
appeared last month, I wrote about accepting 
leadership and the opportunity leadership brings for 
personal growth. I can think of no other organization 
that provides so many and such varied and rich 


leadership opportunities. 


As I conclude my term as your president, I can 
personally speak to the opportunities that are provided 
when one accepts leadership. I have grown and 
learned during my years in the GCA in ways that I 


could not possibly have imagined or even dreamed. 
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However, more than a leader and your president, I 
have merely been a facilitator because all of you are so 
very competent and committed to excellence in all that 
you do. I have gained infinitely more from you and the 
GCA than I have given. 


As I look out at all of you today, I see the future of this 
organization in each and every one of you, and I have 
great confidence that, with your leadership, subtle 

changes will continue for the greater good of the entire 
organization and the GCA and its clubs will continue 


to thrive and continue to grow in all ways. 


Gentle winds that buffet a tree help to strengthen the 
trees roots as it grows, causing the roots to grow stronger 
so they can better anchor the tree. As subtle winds of 
change continue to waft through this organization, The 
Garden Club of America 1s growing stronger and its 


already deep roots are reaching ever deeper. 





You are the wind that will further anchor the roots of 
this grand tree to ensure that it will continue to grow 
and thrive and remain firmly rooted in its focus, 
clarity and visible accountability, while ever reaching 
outward. My parting words to you are, above all, 
cherish the friendships. Friendship is the greatest 


reward each of us receives for serving The Garden 


Club of America. 


Thank you for the great privilege of serving you and 
for your friendship. 


Katie Heins 
GCA President 2013-2015 
Annual Meeting Remarks: May 16, 2015 
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THE PURPOSE OF THE GARDEN CLUB OF AMERICA IS TO STIMULATE THE 
KNOWLEDGE AND LOVE OF GARDENING, TO SHARE THE ADVANTAGES OF 
ASSOCIATION BY MEANS OF EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, 
CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLICATIONS, AND TO RESTORE, IMPROVE AND 


PROTECT THE QUALITY OF THE ENVIRONMENT THROUGH EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS AND ACTION IN THE FIELDS OF CONSERVATION AND 
CIVIC IMPROVEMENT. 


Founded in 1913, The Garden Club of America is a volunteer, nonprofit 
501(c)3 organization comprised of 200 member clubs and approximately 
18,000 club members throughout the country. 





HORTICULTURE 


he GCA Horticulture Committee continued its appointed 
work nurturing the knowledge and love of gardening, 
promoting useful and valuable plants and conserving 


those at risk by: 


supporting GCA clubs in their efforts to educate their 
communities in responsible ways to plant, propagate, grow 
and show 


publishing The Real Dirt, four issues packed with in-depth 


articles and handy tips for gardeners of all levels 


hosting the 13th annual Shirley Meneice Horticultural 
Conference at the Yew Dell Gardens in Louisville, Kentucky 


collaborating with the GCA Conservation Committee in its 
“Partners for Plants” habitat restoration initiative 


selecting and publicizing the 2014 Freeman Medal Award 


winning plant of the year — Quercus macrocarpa — also known as 


Bur Oak 


promoting the “Seed Share and Propagation” program 





FLOWER SHOW 


f all the committees that make up The Garden Club of 

America, there is none more kaleidoscopic and colorful 

than the Flower Show Committee. When one walks 
into a flower show, one is immediately swept away with the 
beauty of the vibrant floral designs, the fragrance and subtle 
coloration of forced spring bulbs and branches within the 
horticulture exhibits, the splendor of photographs taken when a 
garden is in full, panoramic bloom and the colorful display of a 





well-documented Conservation or Education exhibit. This is what 
a flower show is all about — stimulating senses, sparking creative 


flares, growing alongside friends and plants, and educating PARTNERS 
communities about subjects such as the perils of beehive collapse FOR PL ANTS 


and lack of pollinators in the environment. 


he Partners for Plants initiative 

facilitates projects between local 

GCA clubs and land managers on 
federal, state, local and other significant 
public lands. ‘There are approximately 41 
of these club conservation or community 
service projects, scattered throughout all 
twelve zones. Some of these projects are 
long term and some as short as a few days 
but all these collaborations fulfill the P4P 
mission and range from the monitoring 
and protection of rare, endangered and 
medicinal plants to the propagation and 
replanting of native endangered plants and 





si 


the removal of invasive plants. 


The Flower Show & Judging Guide (Yellow Book) is updated 
yearly and keeps our purpose and standards high. Ihe Flower 
Show Committee s goal is multifaceted and educational, focusing 
on helping GCA clubs to put on flower shows of all levels. The 
Floral Design Subcommittee offers a variety of workshops for 
club members who are just beginning to discover an interest in 
floral design, and more advanced workshops for those who need 
to know what the world’s most creative designers are up to and 
how they do what they do. By Design magazine is a visual record 
of design styles from the simply beautiful to the outrageously 
complex compositions that are appreciated in GCA Flower 
Shows. Ihe GCA association with the United States Floral 
Designers Society continues to thrive in its second year of 
affiliation. (continued) 





In keeping with our mission, the Flower Show Committee 
supports and collaborates with Horticulture, Photography, 
Conservation, Garden History & Design and Judging 
Committees. The colorful Flower Show Committee web pages 
offer how-to resources about flower shows from sample schedules, 
flower show templates, entry card downloads to the forms for 
entering and reporting a shows fabulous results. Individual 
Flower Show Awards are posted on the winning recipient’s 
member’s profile on the GCA website and photos of winning 
designs can be found via a link on the Awards Committee page. 
Questions from GCA club members that are directed to our 
email address are immediately answered by the chairman or the 
administrative staff. 





JUDGING eri | 


he Judging Program provides yet 

another avenue for education in 

the GCA. With this goal in mind, 
the committee communicates often with 
judges in their zones to ensure that the 
message of “kindly mentoring” is our most 
important contribution to the GCA now 
and in the future. An article in the Winter 
2015 Bulletin will address the goals of the 


program and invite participation. 


Judging Workshop resources have been 





implemented so that there will be more 
consistency in the training sessions. [he 
curriculum has been updated, a video 


prepared, and agendas are now being VISITING GARDENS 


carefully reviewed before presentations are 


approved. This strategy has been tested in he Visiting Gardens Committee plans trips both in the 
Zones IV, V, VIII and X. Remarkable United States and overseas to educate members of GCA 
results have been reported. clubs in garden history and design, horticulture and the 


environment. Ihe committee also facilitates club member visits to 
the gardens of other GCA club members throughout the United 
States as well as the gardens of GCA International Courtesy Clubs. 


The committee shall continue as a team to 
develop additional judging educational 
resources and communicate the value of 
the highest standards of judging. Judges In 2015, Visiting Gardens offered three trips: a repeat of the 
are visible throughout the country and Indochina trip, Tuscany, and Newport, RI, for a total of 88 
their message will be clearly one of participants. (continued) 

education and mentoring. 


In late January twenty-five participants enjoyed an exotic 
nineteen-day trip through Indochina where they visited ‘Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. Thirty participants enjoyed an 
Irish Odyssey trip in June and visited spectacular private gardens 
in Dublin, County Waterford and County Kildare. Newport, RI 
was also a June destination for thirty travelers who visited the 
“cottages” and gardens of this legendary seaside resort. [hey also 
participated in the celebration of the 20th anniversary of the 


famed Newport Flower Show. 


The demand and interest for Visiting Gardens trips continues to 
be high and only a small percentage of those interested are 
accepted for a trip. One way the committee is addressing the 
“problem” of too much interest is by encouraging more club-to- 
club trips by offering planning tools such as sample itineraries, 
step-by-step planning guidelines, and sample budgets to enable 
the visiting club to do most of the trip planning and therefore not 


burden the visited club. 





PHOTOGRAPHY COMMITTEE 


new committee is welcomed into the GCA! 
The Photography Committee is the first new 
committee in many years, becoming official 


on July 1, 2014. 
Initially a pilot program in 2004 under the Judging 


Committee, the single objective was “to make 
photography a part of flower shows, to train a talent 
pool of approved judges and to take pictures of 
plants.” Ihe committee rapidly grew and became so 
popular, that in 2006, it became a subcommittee 
under the umbrella of the Flower Show Committee. 
Here, the objectives were expanded to include 
education, not only for new and experienced 
photographers, but also for club members to learn 


and appreciate photography across the GCA spectrum. 


‘The committee was successful and interest blossomed. 


There are more than 150 clubs with photography 
chairs and 140 members in the judging program. The 
objectives of the committee now state, ... further the 
knowledge and love of gardening and the natural 


landscape through photography. It will promote the 


art and science of photography at all skill levels 
through education and enhance the quality of the 
photography division in flower shows.” 


Education plays a key role in the Photography 
Committee. Resources in the Members Area of the 
GCA website were developed and kept up to date on 
helping members become familiar with the new 
digital cameras as well as explaining exposure, depth 
of field and composition. To answer the changing 
technology requirements, the Photography 
Committee developed short videos on how to store, 
resize, and email images. Resources are also available 
for accessing outside sources for printing, online 


courses, and workshops. 


Workshops are another educational venue. At the 
club level, zone representatives are encouraging and 
assisting club photography chairs to offer workshops 
and photography study groups within their clubs to 
advance photography skills. 


(continued) 


On the national level, photography workshops are 
being planned that will focus on photography skills. 
Offered on a semi-annual basis, last spring s 
workshop was held in Moab, UT with Colleen 
Miniuk-Sperry. A fall workshop will be offered in 
Portland, OR with Bryan Peterson. Similar to the 
GCA Visiting Garden trips, a member will sign up 
for the workshop interest list, to receive updates on 
the workshops. If not filled from the interest list, the 


workshop becomes open to the rest of the GCA 


community. 


The US Botanic Garden in Washington, DC, hosted 
a photography show, featuring thirty 24 x 36 prints 
by GCA photographers. ‘Ihe show ran all summer 
receiving wonderful accolades. It is the hope of the 
committee that more such opportunities present 


themselves. 


ZONE | 





and Zone I worked diligently in educating 


| tn Zon is one of the cornerstones for the GCA, 


members and the public in a myriad of ways 


throughout the year. 


Chestnut Hill Garden Club supported the 
Brookline Community Foundation installing raised 


beds and compost bins. 


Cohasset Garden Club worked with an elementary 
school on a pollinator friendly garden. 


Garden Club of Mount Desert taught children about 


the life cycle of the endangered Monarch Butterflies. 


Lenox Garden Club participated in a tree-planting 
program for children. 


Little Compton Garden Club supported a nature 
discovery program for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th graders at a 
nearby city public school. 


Milton Garden Club taught fourth graders the 


importance of the Neponset River watershed 





ecosystem. 


Monadnock Garden Club annually awards several 





scholarships for teachers and students to attend a 
weeklong workshop at a Maine Audubon camp. 


North Shore Garden Club interweaves youth, 
food, and community by sponsoring a scholar for 





the local food project and working alongside them. 


m Piscataqua Garden Club worked with local public 
schools to discuss diversity and habitats as well as 
partnering with local organizations in the Adopt- 
A-Spot program. 

m Worcester Garden Club worked with the 
Community Harvest Project supervising children 
who planted vegetables for hunger relief. 


Beacon Hill Garden Club, Garden Club of Mount 
Desert, and Nantucket Garden Club educated the 
public through garden tours. Ihe proceeds are an 
excellent source of funds to support scholarships, 
conservation and horticultural projects, environ- 
mental organizations and local school projects. 


The Dublin Garden Club hosted the Zone I meeting 
in September. Ihe meeting theme was “Garden to 
Palette” which was influenced by the artistic and 


intellectual history of the region. 


The Foxhill Garden Club hosted the Zone I meeting 
for 2015 in June. 
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emphis was buzzing with excitement in 

April when the twenty clubs of Zone IX 

swarmed in for the 2015 zone meeting, 
“Memphis in Bloom” hosted by the Memphis Garden 
Club and the Little Garden Club of Memphis. 


Four homes opened their doors for dinner and guests 
were a flutter when Elvis made his appearance and 
entertained the group. 


The next morning, four private gardens hummed with 
flowers, chickens and hardscape as visitors followed 
Monarchs and other pollinators through vibrant and 
fertile gardens. 


Speakers on floral arts and garden history and design 
entertained, educated 
and inspired. 


A bountiful flower show ‘ia 
open to the public became : 
“Queen of the Day” with 

awards abounding in all i 
GCA disciplines. Itwasa JB 
“Blooming Sight.” He 

















The highlight of the meeting was a black-tie dinner 
at the Memphis Country Club that left Zone IX 
members thrilled to honor its best by presenting 
thirteen Commendations and Zone Awards, two 


Special Zone IX Awards, and three Directors Awards. 


Back in their own habitats Zone IX followed the 
GCAS lead by updating websites, streamlining 
outdated positions and bylaws and continuing to 
place high value on the protection of pollinators and 
bees. Conservation has always held a high priority in 
Zone IX as our clubs gleaned trash from our rivers, 
helped to eradicate Kudzu, Porcelain Berry and other 
invasive plants. Plans are now underway to celebrate 


the 100th birthday of our National Park Service. 


M Zone IX has been busy 

© pollinating, feeding, 

ię grooming and caring for 
| her environment, her 

| communities and for each 
= other. We are blooming 


| more every year. 


— 
To 


“..... Ta Ohare the Advantages of Cissaciation” 


HOUSE 
COMMITTEE 


he House Committee of The 

Garden Club of America 

acknowledged all gifts to GCA 
Headquarters and made recommendations 
to the Executive Committee about 
acceptance and deaccession of gifts of 
considerable value. In addition, the 
committee collaborated with the Archives 
and Hospitality Committees of the GCA 
to supervise the interior design and 
maintenance of the furnishings at 
Headquarters. Ihe members of the House 
Committee consisted of a chairman, vice 
chairman, and as many members as needed 
to carry on the work of the committee. 
The members of the committee decorated 
Headquarters on an ongoing basis for 
meetings and other GCA functions, 
providing seasonal décor for the entry and 
centerpieces for the dining tables. ‘This 
past holiday season, the committee 
decorated a lovely Christmas tree for 
Headquarters, displaying member clubs’ 
ornaments, with a photo on the House 
Committee page of the GCA website. The 
committee is currently seeking to acquire a 
full set of the 2nd edition gold rimmed, 
Wedgwood dinner plates, issued in 1954, 
commemorating the GCA's 41st 
anniversary. Ihe GCA owns many plates 
without the gold edge but has only a 
partial set of the gold-rimmed plates. 
Enjoy photos of the Wedgwood china on 
the House Committee page of the GCA 


website. 





HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE 


he Hospitality Committee of The Garden Club of 

America planed, prepared and oversaw the preparation of 

meals served at Café GCA at the New York City 
Headquarters. During the week of the quarterly meetings, the 
committee was responsible for serving meals to all attending. 
Twenty-four members from the New York metropolitan area 
made up this committee. Since the last annual meeting report, 
more than 1,200 meals were served by this hard-working group. 
In their effort to provide top-notch hospitality, they worked with 
the caterer, Jane McQueen-Mason. Their goal was to serve 
healthy, delicious and attractive meals for all to enjoy. The kitchen 
remained small but efficient. Ihe volunteers prepared hors 
d'oeuvres and desserts off property while the main meals were 
prepared and plated at the kitchen at Headquarters. Clubs are 
encouraged to schedule a visit to Headquarters and to partake of 
the gracious hospitality in the lovely Crowninshield Room. Anne 
Butler, GCA’s staff liaison, handles the reservations. Details may 
be found on the GCA website under Hospitality. Bon appétit! 
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ARCHIVES 


P | {he Archives Committee seeks to make 10 decades of rich 
archival resources more readily available to GCA clubs 
and their members. GCA staff have scanned more than 

500 issues of the Bulletin and made them available online, a 

fascinating chronology that forms the backbone of the GCA's 

collection. The committee and staff also began the process of 
digitizing other hardcopy resources and the organization of the 

GCAS digital files, so they can be readily shared in response to 

queries. Ihe Archives Committee continued to work throughout 

the year to advise member clubs and other national committees 
about collecting, digitizing and preserving existing hardcopy and 
important digital files generated annually. 


THE ROYAL 
HORTICULTURE SOCIETY 


he Royal Horticulture Society Liaison represents The 
Garden Club of America on the RHS's Interchange 
Fellowship Review Committee. Ihis committee meets 


once yearly at RHS London Headquarters to evaluate the 
Fellowship program. 


Established in 1948, the RHS/GCA Interchange Fellowship 
(formerly known as the Martin McLaren Horticultural 
Scholarship) is a reciprocal exchange program, sponsored jointly 
by the RHS in the UK and the GCA in the USA, in association 
with Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania. ‘Ihe Fellowship 
provides for a reciprocal exchange of British and American 
students interested in horticulture, landscape architecture and 
related fields to study and intern in each other's countries. ‘The 
goal is to develop horticultural and educational leaders of the 


future as well as to exchange information in the field. 


Each organization chooses an individual of merit to spend one 
year as a Fellow. Ihe RHS Fellow chosen for 2015-16 is William 
"Will" Hembree, a graduate of the University of Georgia who will 
study at the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew and Edinburgh, and 
at several RHS gardens. [he GCA Fellow chosen for 2015-16 is 
Charles "Charlie" Ive who arrives in the US from the RHS 
garden, Rosemoor, and will spend the year studying at Longwood 
Gardens in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. These interns are 


presented in detail in the GCA Scholars report 2015, page 11. 
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HISTORIAN 


ewly authorized by the GCA 
Board of Directors, the historian 
invited three assistants to aid her 


in documenting, preserving and 
disseminating the history of the national 
organization and its members. [he 
assistants collaborated with the historian 
to help individual members, clubs and the 
public in researching, analyzing and 
describing the history of the GCA and 
responding to dozens of requests for 
information. Articles and presentations 
educating about the extraordinary legacy 
of the GCA and its national committees 
were prepared for the GCA Bulletin, 
eNews, website and numerous meetings. 
Documents developed by Akron Garden 
Club 
describing 


the process 






for taking 
oral histories 
were 
contributed 
to the GCA 
and made 
available in 
the online 
Historian 
Resources 
to assist 
clubs in 
capturing 
the valuable memories and personal 
commentaries of members. As with all 
previous anniversary histories, a record of 
additions and corrections to William 
Seale’s 100 Years of a Growing Legacy, the 
centennial history of the GCA, was 
prepared and posted online under 
Publications, GCA Anniversary Histories. 


GARDEN HISTORY 
& DESIGN 


he Garden History & Design Committee uses 

photography and research, the study of good design 

practices, educational and lecture programs, historic 
preservation awards, and internships to develop an appreciation 





of America’s significant gardens. 


This committee works closely with the Smithsonian Institution's 


ADMISSIONS Archives of American Gardens (AAG) to document cultivated 


gardens throughout the country. In 2014, there were 44 gardens 
ach year the GCA recognizes added to the Smithsonian Archives. 
extraordinary efforts in gardening, 


The Spring Bulletins presentation of what GH&D is all about 


conservation and education through o. , 
5 was very helpful in raising awareness and understanding of the 


the extension of honorary memberships to . 
committee. 


non-GCA members who best exemplify 
and promote the ideals of The Garden The GH&D Committee recently unveiled a new brochure. This 


Chihof America. helpful document describes the mission and goals of the 


Will; Rad] R committee, shares ideas for GH&D programs or joint programs, 
s am Ra eC OWnen Or Gre and touches on the relationship between the Archives of the 


Innovations, Greenfield, WI, and American Gardens and GCA GH&D. 
hybridizer of the Knock Out Rose. 


The Summit Garden Club in New Jersey, while planning for 
m Larry Weaner, Principal of Larry Weaner 


its Centennial next year assessed its archival holdings and 


Landscape Associates and founder of determined that the best place for its 159 glass lantern slides 


— the — would be the AAG. The club donated them to the AAG and they 
andscape Annual Conference. will be added to the images already in the GCA Collection. 


a ma boomy ma pardemCeH ens Kathryn Schroeder, a GH&D intern, began her 10 week 
and author, North Salem, NY. 


internship in late May at the Smithsonian. She has a masters 
m Stephen Scanniello, curator of the Peggy | degree in library information science with a specialization in 
Rockefeller Rose Garden at the New digital content management. 


York Botanical Garden, author, The GH&D’s landing page on the GCA website has been 


and gardener. 


updated to include many links to the Smithsonian as well as other 





oN fag WE g% helpful do cuments: 
a A Quick Guide to Documenting a Garden 
AAG Procedures for Submission 


Guidelines for Garden History & Design 
Exhibits 


History of the GCA Collection, a Powerpoint 


presentation 
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SCHOLARSHIP 


the Scholarship program is a central tool for supporting 

































tomorrow's visionary leaders and educators. The GCA 





A has supported more than 1,200 scholars since 1928 when 
the Rome Prize in Landscape Architecture was established. 
Growing steadily, in 2014-15, the GCA will distribute over 
$300,000 to 91 scholars and award recipients. 


For 2014-15, there were twenty-seven different scholarships, 
fellowships, and awards in a range of academic levels from 
undergraduate to doctoral in the fields of horticulture, ecological 
restoration, pollinator science, botany (including tropical, field, 
and medicinal), urban forestry, coastal wetlands study which 
includes the Great Lakes, landscape architecture, native bird 
habitat, garden history and design, public gardens, national parks 
conservation, and general summer environmental study. All 
scholarships were merit-based, enabling the scholars to pursue 
horticultural training or scientific research, conducting field work 
and research around the world, and across the entire range of 
conservation and garden-related disciplines. 


Applications continued to steadily rise in almost every area, as did 
the quality of the applicants. Over the past years, the Scholarship 
Committee has streamlined the application process, putting all 
the applications online. This helps to ensure that information 
about the scholarships is reaching the public. This is reenforced by 
better exposure about the program in Bulletin and eNews articles, 
and on Twitter which encourage students to reach out. Student 
scholars are often called upon to speak at GCA club meetings and 
symposia, enthusiastically sharing the results of their fieldwork 
with appreciative GCA club members. As a result, the GCA 
scholarship program continued to grow and receive acclaim for its 


awards and recipients. 
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014-15 was a busy and exciting year for Zone II 
Js five clubs celebrating their Centennials: 

Fairfield, Greenwich, Middletown, Newport 
and Washington. A variety of year-long activities 
marked these special occasions within their 


communities. 


The 20 clubs, 17 in Connecticut and three in Rhode 
Island, are located within close proximity to each 
other, creating the opportunity to combine club 
resources for joint meetings and workshops. Ihe fall 
Presidents’ council, Zone reps’ meeting and the 
annual Zone meeting were well attended, because all 
20 clubs are near to each other. 


An abundance of GCA flower shows blossomed in 
the spring beginning with Green Fingers Garden 
Club’s, “Hanami", a GCA Major Flower Show, held 
from February 26-28, 2015. This was followed by the 
Fairfield Garden Club’s GCA Flower Show "The 
Best of Times" on April 17-19, 2015, in celebration 
of their centennial year. Ihe Greenwich Garden Club 
then presented "Beyond the White Gloves," a GCA 
Zone Meeting Flower Show on May 6-7, 2015. In 
June Zone II was treated to another fabulous flower 
show in Newport. This annual event is now a 
sanctioned non-GCA Major Flower Show. All shows 
were great successes. Ihey showcased the multi- 
talented exhibitors and highlighted the spirited 


volunteerism needed to run these GCA shows. 


Also with a spirit of volunteerism, an abundance of 
Zone II members traveled to GCA Headquarters to 


help throughout the year. When one walks into 
GCA Headquarters and is greeted by a stunning 
flower design or enjoys a delicious luncheon you 
know that the Zone II volunteers have been hard at 


work. 


Greenwich Garden Club was 
the hostess for the Zone II 
Meeting in May. “Beyond the 
White Gloves,” was the 
theme, a tip of the hat to 
their 100 years of garden club history. In keeping 





with the theme, all attendees were asked to bring a 
garden hat. In addition to the prize winning hats, five 
GCA Zone Awards, two Zone II Awards plus the 
Gavel Award, (our annual horticultural competition), 
one Zone Commendation and the Creative 
Leadership Award were given at the awards 
luncheon. The Zone Meeting Flower Show received 7 
commendations. Zone Is dedication to its 
communities was on display as each club president 
reported on her club civic projects. 


Zone II stood proud at the 2015 Annual Meeting. 
Three National Medalists were sponsored by our zone 
and honored at the awards dinner. Sasqua Garden 
Club was awarded $7500 as one of the two Founders 
Fund runners-up for their innovative proposal to 
restore the native habitat gardens at the Birdcraft 
Museum in Fairfield, CT. The GCA Annual Meeting 
is coming to Zone II in 2021. The meeting will be held 
in Hartford, CT. The planning has already begun. 
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ZONE X 


ixty-two members of GCA clubs representing 

zone and national leadership were welcomed by 

Garden Club of Cleveland to the biennial Zone 
X Meeting, “Rooted in Cleveland,” June 22-24, 2015. 
Katie Heins — attending her final zone meeting as 
GCA president — opened the Monday zone business 
meeting. Following club president and zone 
representative reports, Ann Zoller, executive director of 
LAND studio, spoke on how community partnerships 
have led to a transformed Cleveland. Monday evening, 
attendees enjoyed small-group dinners in eight club 
members’ homes. Tuesday morning was spent touring 
urban farms, followed by lunch at Dunham Tavern 
Museum and a lively panel of experts on Growing 
Cleveland's Urban ‘Transformation: A Conversation 
about Cultivating our Soil, Land and Communities. 
The afternoon featured a visit to the Cleveland 
Lakefront Nature Preserve, a project of the host club. 
While there, attendees heard GCA Katharine M. 
Grosscup Scholar Brad Kasberg, a 
masters student in landscape 
architecture and urban planning at 
University of Michigan, speak about 
his research regarding ecological 
processes, plant communities, and 
planting design of the Great Lakes 
states. Ihe evening’s awards dinner 
recognized 12 with zone awards and 
commendations in civic 
improvement, floral design 
achievement, conservation, 
photography, horticulture, judging 
and historic preservation. A 
reception before the awards dinner 
opened the zone’s largest flower show 
in history, which carried the “Rooted in Cleveland” 
theme into all five divisions and attracted some 266 
entries. At the show’s closing, 30 mixed bouquets 
composed of horticulture cut specimens were delivered 
to inpatients at the Womens Health Institute of the 
nearby Cleveland Clinic. 


Also during 2014-15, Akron Garden Club celebrated 
its 90th anniversary, and Bay City Garden Club 
dedicated the completion of an interpretive center at 
the city’s Kantzler Memorial Arboretum, a long-time 


community project. 


Six of the eleven Zone X clubs held flower shows. 
The biennial Presidents’ Council drew 40 zone leaders 
to focus on member engagement for two days of 


presentations, workshops and roundtable discussions 


in Columbus on October 29-30, 2014. 


Two gardens were accessioned by the Smithsonian 
Archives of American Gardens, thanks to efforts by 
Garden Club of Cincinnati and Garden Club of 
Dayton. 


The 2015 Montine McDaniel Freeman Medal for 
Plant of the Year, Quercus macrocarpa, Bur Oak, was 
nominated by Nancy Linz, a member of Garden Club 


of Cincinnati. 





The GCA’s 2015 Eloise Payne Luquer Medal honored 


Cincinnati-area wildlife artist John A. Ruthven, who 


was nominated for the award by Cincinnati Town & 


Country Garden Club. 
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ANNUAL MEETING 


AWARDS In addition to recognizing individuals in clubs and zones, the GCA Awards Committee awards 
organizations and individuals at a national level. Ihe Awards Committee had a very busy year culminating with 


the presentation of the National Medals at the Annual Meeting in Rochester, NY, last May. ‘This group of 


outstanding recipients are: 
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Nancy Malone D’Oench, Middletown Garden 
Club, Zone II, Portland, CT 


The Achievement Medal for outstanding 
achievement and in tribute to creative vision and 


ability in the interpretation and furtherance of the 


aims of Ihe Garden Club of America. 


Martha McClellan, Knoxville Garden Club, 
Zone IX, Knoxville, TN 


Katharine Thomas Cary Medal in recognition of 
outstanding achievement in the field of floral design 


education. 


Martha H. Phillips, Litchfield Garden Club, 
Zone II, Goshen, CT 


Margaret Douglas Medal for notable service to the 


cause of conservation education. 
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Dorrance H. Hamilton, Wayne, PA 


Medal of Honor for outstanding service to 
horticulture. 


William Schuster, Cornwall, NY 
Frances K. Hutchinson Medal for 


distinguished service to conservation. 
John A. Ruthven, Georgetown, OH 


Eloise Payne Luquer Medal for special 
achievement in the field of botany which 
may include medical research, the fine arts, 


or education. 
Peter Kukielski, Portland, ME 
The Jane Righter Rose Medal for 


outstanding achievement in rose culture. 


George Eastman House International Museum of 


Photography & Film, Rochester, NY 


Medal for Historic Preservation for outstanding work 
in the field of preservation and/or restoration of 
historic gardens or buildings of national importance. 


Robert McCracken Peck, Philadelphia, PA 
Sarah Chapman Francis Medal for outstanding 


literary achievement related to any aspect of Ihe 
Garden Club of America interests. 


Trust for the National Mall, Washington, DC 
Elizabeth Craig Weaver Proctor Medal for exemplary 


service and creative vision in any field related to ‘The 
Garden Club of America’s special interest. 
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FREEMAN 
AWARD 


The 2015 Freeman Medal was awarded 
by the GCA to Quercus macrocarpa (Bur 
Oak). This medal is awarded to a North 
American native plant worthy 

of special recognition. This majestic 
oak is found in USDA zones 4 to 8. It 
commonly reaches 200-300 years of age 
and is often 100 feet tall and wide. ‘The 
fiddle-shaped, shiny green leaves are 8 
to 10 inches in length and the acorn is 
the largest of all native oaks. The Bur 
Oak is both pollution and drought 
tolerant. It provides food and shelter for 
pollinators, birds, and animals. It is an 


anchor for all ecosystems. 


Nominated by a member of ‘The 
Garden Club of Cincinnati, Zone X 








NATIONAL AFFAIRS & 
LEGISLATION 


 n the 2014-15 fiscal year, the NAL Committee voted to 

recommend that the GCA file an amicus brief in Scenic 
A America vs the Federal Highway Administration, a federal 
court case concerning digital billboards. 


The recommendation was based on the GCA's role in the 1965 
Highway Beautification Act, its longstanding opposition to 
unsightly billboards, and its ongoing interest in preserving natural 
landscapes on our nation's highways. Ihe Executive Committee 
unanimously approved the filing. The Sierra Club, the American 
Planning Association, and the Dark Sky Association joined the 
brief, filed December 29, 2014. 


The NAL Committee also sent a letter to selected Congressional 
representatives and Senators urging action to make tax incentives 


for land conservation permanent. 


Another letter was sent to selected Congressional representatives 
and Senators urging funding for the Agriculture Department's 
proposed innovation institute for a public-private partnership to 
support research into pollination and pollinator health. 


The committee contacted Dan Ashe, Director of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and endorsed the pending petition to list 
the Monarch butterfly as a threatened species under the 
Endangered Species Act. A reply was received from Mr. Ashe, 
which indicated his appreciation for the GCA's submission. 
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ZONE IV 


he dynamic Zone IV, 

composed of 12 clubs, with 

875 members, works to make 
the state of New Jersey just a little 
greener, wiser, more beautiful and 


more exciting. 


Always inspired by GCA President 
(and Zone IV Stony Brook Garden 
Club member!) Katie Heins, many 
clubs elected to make education a 
centerpiece of their action this year. 
Girl and Boy Scouts and the Rumson 
Shade Tree Commission collaborated 
with the Rumson Garden Club to 
plant tomato and marigold seeds and 
trees throughout their township. 
Courtesy of the Plainfield Garden 
Club, the Plainfield Library educated 
the public on the advantages of 
integrating water conservation in the 
garden with their Rain Gardening 
Exhibition. The Garden Club of 
Morristown began to provide grants to 
send campers to a program focusing 
on plants and plant growth. Zone IV 
clubs showed a growing interest in 
plant pollinators, a concentration 
which promises to carry through into 
the next year in the shape of club 
projects, lectures and public education. 


Zone IV always enjoys sharing "the 
advantages of association’ and did so 
with gusto in 2014-15 through its 
zone representatives meeting, 
Presidents’ Council meeting, 
workshops and annual New Jersey 
Committee Luncheon. Whenever 
Zone IV clubs get together you can be 
sure that much learning (Plants! 
Programs! Pollinators! Oh, my!), much 


productive work, and much fun ensue. 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE 


Pass have always been an important part of what our 


clubs do and without them membership meetings might 


be very dull affairs, indeed. 


Whether tried and true or innovative and new, quality 
programming has the ability to educate and inform, to 


enlighten and engage. 


The Program Committee is the GCA’s source for program 
ideas, speakers, and fundraising ideas. Its purpose is to discover, 
research, evaluate, recommend, inform and educate. Simply 
put, the Program Committee is a GCA tool for 
communicating the kaleidoscope of the collective experiences, 
knowledge and ideas of its members. 


The focus of the Program 



















Committee this year has 
been twofold: to ensure 
that the activities of the 
Program Committee are 
| aligned with the GCA’s 
strategic plan and to 
explore ways in which 
collaboration can 
enhance the GCA 
experience of the clubs 
and their members 
through communication, 


resources, and training. 


Í Across all twelve Zones, 
WA f clubs engaged their 
"AA members in the “Plight 
M of the Pollinators” 

mee through the use of 
informative programming. Whether tackling the issue from a 
conservation, horticulture, or garden design point of view, 
GCA club members are being educated, entertained, and 
enlightened. The Program Committee has compiled a list of 
Pollinator Raves and Faves as well as the 2015 Raves and 
Faves. Other resources found on the Program Committee 
landing page are low cost and no cost ideas for programs, an 
online movie guide, fundraising ideas for clubs and the GCA 


Resources Guidebook. 
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ZONE III 


one III held its first Autumnal Caucus at 

GCA Headquarters last September. Club 

presidents, zone representatives and all of the 
corresponding club chairs met over a two day period. 
There were lecture luncheons each day, after which 
the zone reps met with the presidents. It was deemed 
very successful as it connected the 23 clubs in the 
zone and helped the club presidents and club chairs 
better understand the potential of using the resources 
of the GCA via their zone representatives. 


The GCA Annual Meeting was hosted by Zone III 
in Rochester in May. It was wonderful that the zone 
dinners were held at the George Eastman House, 
which was awarded the Medal for Historic 
Preservation at the awards banquet. 


he purpose of The Garden Club of America is 
ever present in the acti LC 
14 clubs of Pennsylvania — | — 
Described aptly as a ka aleidoscope of civi ic D 





projects of the 






preservation, conservation and educatio r 
clubs follow “True North’ in tł their > ań the theme of 
the Zone V annual meeting. >, 
Within clubs, education is encouraged through * 
stimulating programs, workshops, field trips, and Ñ j 
speakers. A “native plant initiative” taught members 
how to integrate natives into their gardens. Field tri 
to “follow the trail of trash” promoted first hand 
awareness of what happens to general waste and what 
can be done to mitigate the negative impact it has on. 


the environment. [he sublime side of conservation 








| | Zone V clubs contributed to area neighborhoods with 





was observed i in bird banding on the eastern shore of 


Maryland while learning about ODA casure that is 
the Chesapeake Bay Yaten 


pollinator gardens and to area sc 1ools with hands-in- 


the- dirt help to establish gardens for the children to 


` experience. The Zone contint ues to submit new 


y gardens for AAG at the Smithsonian ar 


promote a 
love of gardening and the impact of garden clubs, 
such as with a special session for members daughters 


— a way to promote and carry on the legacy pt the 


impact our clubs bring to ach | community. rough 
all of this, the camaraderie in the love of horticulture 
and floral design knit us ever closer. rá 
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ZONE VI 


one VI is small but mighty. In 2014-15, the 

/ approximately 600 members from the thirteen 
member clubs in Maryland and Washington 

DC, participated in vibrant flower shows, educational 


rograms, community and conservation projects 
) y , 


photography workshops, and field trips. 


In November, presidents and delegates from every 
club gathered in Baltimore for a fun and productive 
zone meeting at the beautiful Maryland Club. 
Hosted by Halten Garden Club, Little Shop of 
Horrrrticulture” featured a creative photography 
show, Eat, Prey, Love,” and speaker Michael Szesze, 
teacher, photographer and owner/operator of the 
Carnivorous Plant Nursery. Following the meeting 
and a carnivorous plant sale, 110 attendees sat down 
and enjoyed a festive awards luncheon at tables 
decorated with creative club designs interpreting 
additional Broadway shows. 


The education and support of young gardeners and 


future conservationists was a strong theme for many 
of the clubs in Zone VI. The Catonsville Garden 
Club enhanced the Children's Garden at Idlewild 
Park with their gift of a 1,700 lb. dolphin sculpture. 
Perennial Garden Club continued their work with 


the boys at the Bishop Walker School. Members gave 





instruction on winter bird-feeding and made food 
ornaments in the living classroom that the club 
enhanced with their 2012 Founders Fund Award. The 
Green Spring Valley Garden Club put together a 
photography and horticulture show with preschoolers 
at the Irvine Nature Center. Ihe Georgetown Garden 
Club renewed the education component of its 1998 
Founders Fund Award, Volta Park, by conducting 
tours of the parks native plant garden for local 
elementary schools. Amateur Gardeners continued its 
support of a full GCA scholarship and members 
heard their scholar speak about safeguarding the 
American Chestnut. Guilford Garden Club taught 
the importance of nurturing pollinators and revived 
the aviary at the KIPP charter school in Baltimore 
City. 

Zone VI clubs demonstrated their commitment to 
conservation. [he Garden Club of Chevy Chase 
visited the colorful Montgomery County Recycling 
Center to learn about recycling, reuse, and waste 
reduction. [rowel Garden Club also educated their 
members on new recycling ideas. Talbot County 
Garden Club hosted two distinguished 
entomologists, Michael Embrey and Douglas 
Tallamy, to learn the importance of integrated pest 
management and pollinators. 
Garden Club of Twenty supported 
the Open Space Program in 
Baltimore County. Hardy Garden 
Club continued their stewardship 
of their successful rain garden in 
Meadowmill Park. A project of the 
St. George’s Garden Club was 
supporting a new garden at 
Baltimore City’s evolving Cylburn 
Arboretum. The clubs in Zone VI 
y continue to actively embrace their 
wę: _ shared missions of education and 


Sea) conservation. 
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ZONE VII 





ducational opportunities abounded in Zone VII 

in 2014-15. The Garden Club of Kentucky had 

an informative photography lecture followed by 
an afternoon workshop with Denise Ippolito. 


James River’s horticulture committee created a 
“pollinator’s buffet,” a sampling of plants to which 
pollinators are attracted. 


James River and ‘Tuckahoe Garden Club together 
took a road trip in September to Charleston, SC and 
toured lovely gardens, including several designed by 
Loutrel Briggs. A highlight of the trip was a talk on 
the History of Conservation given by Dana Beach, 
the head of the Coastal Conservation League, which 
was informative and inspiring to our young and 


seasoned members alike. 


Glenview Garden Club rolled out the red carpet for 
the Shirley Meneice Conference, and showed GCA 
members from around the country the beauty of their 


Kentucky gardens and parks. 


As a result of last year’s seed exchange at Shirley 
Meneice, the Kanawha Garden Club has begun a 
blog about propagating from seeds, which is both 
educational and inspiring. Over 20 members of their 
club are participating on this online dialogue. 


We gathered in Staunton in late October with Augusta 
Garden Club and educated our members at our zone 
meeting “Treasures in the Shenandoah Valley.” 


Educational opportunities are abundant in Zone VII 


and we appreciate the excellent communications from 


the GCA that are fueling our fire! 


X 23 X 


COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMITTEE 


he Communications Committee is 

the strategic umbrella for GCA 

internal and external branding and 
messaging including electronic, print and 


verbal communications. 


In 2014-15, the committee worked to 
assist GCA committees in their 
communications efforts through the 


monthly publishing of eNews. 


The committee offered guidance regarding 
communications strategies to member 
clubs and promoted and encouraged the 
use of the website across the membership. 


Additionally, the committee promoted the 
resources, accomplishments and goals of 
The Garden Club of America to its 
member clubs and to the general public. It 
did this through the publishing of the 
GCA Annual Report and supporting annual 
meeting publicity, through developing and 
distributing press releases. Specifically, the 
committee oversaw the distribution of the 
press release for the GCA Plant of the 
Year, the Freeman Medal winner, to the 
PR Newswire. This sent the press release to 
over 10,000 media outlets. Ihe committee 
also oversaw website content per GCA 


policy. 

Finally the committee helped to honor 
club members by encouraging and 
approving GCA Communications awards. 





THE BULLETIN 


SETAUN COMMITTEE 


he Bulletin was transformed in 

2014-15. Since 1913, the 

Bulletin is the only publication 
of the GCA to reach every club 
member, now numbering about 
18,000 individuals. ‘Truly one of “the 
advantages of association” mentioned 
in the purpose of the GCA, it endeavors to connect the 200 clubs 
to Ihe Garden Club of America and to each other. 


The revamped publication is now published quarterly rather than 
six times a year. Ihe page size is slightly larger and, with 
approximately 72 pages per issue, it has more heft. It is now 
printed on matte text with a glossy full-color, full-bleed cover, 
which features a photograph by a member of a GCA club. The 
redesigned magazine has more white space, bold graphic design, 
and stunning photographs. An updated media kit has attracted 


new advertisers. (continued) 





Each issue has a theme: Earth, Fire, Wind, 
Water, and, for the Annual Meeting issue, 
People. In addition to regular items such 
as news from clubs, anniversary 
celebrations, calendar, and book reviews, 
the Bulletin highlights the activities of the 
national committees in a collaborative 


manner that crosses committee lines. 


Authors and photographers can now 
submit content by means of a single, 
simplified online submission form which is 
posted on the Bulletin Committee page of 


the website. 


The Bulletin Committee worked with their 
club counterparts to encourage 
submissions. Members of the committee 
contributed their talents as writers, editors, 
designers, and photographers to make the 
Bulletin a compelling publication. 


LIBRARY COMMITTEE 


he library of the GCA is maintained for the benefit of the 

200 GCA clubs and their members, as well as members of 

the public on an appointment-only basis. Books written 
by GCA club members are kept on designated bookshelves in the 
Executive Committee meeting room and the Rare Books 
Collection is stored in a locked, humidity-controlled 


environment. 


The Library Committee provided updates on its activities and 
reviews of GCA owned books in various ways: book reviews have 
run in each issue of the Bulletin, and in selected editions of eNews 
and The Real Dirt. These book reviews can be found on the 
committee’s landing page of the GCA website. 


In 2015 the library received 16 books, a combination of 
publishers' copies and gifts from GCA members. [he Library 
Committee has focused on standardizing procedures for accepting 
books into the collection and ensuring that all books are correctly 
entered in the database, and accurately labeled and shelved. 
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CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 


he Conservation Committee achieved its purpose of keeping the GCA club membership informed on 


current conservation issues and continually promoted respect for natural resources and responsibility for 


environmental stewardship. ‘This active committee encouraged clubs to identify and carry out 


conservation work locally and it provided environmental education programs for young people and the general 


public. During the year, the committee spotlighted pollinator projects in local clubs and timely reports and 
issues through eNews and Conservation Watch. With the approval of the GCA Executive Committee, the 
committee also worked with other conservation agencies and organizations whose programs complemented 


those of The Garden Club of America. 


The annual Conservation Study Trip was held at the end of October in Monterey Bay, CA. ‘The Conservation 


and NAL Committees were treated to a non-stop view of the area’s beauty, agriculture, ecological connections 
and challenges. A visit to the redwoods in Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park reminded all in attendance of the GCA’s 


commitment to the ancient giants. 


“Partners for Plants” continued as a joint habitat restoration program of the GCA Conservation and 


Horticulture Committees. Its purpose is to facilitate projects conserving native plants and their habitats 


(continued) 
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between local clubs and land managers on federal, 


state and local public lands. Initiated projects include 
monitoring and protection of rare and endangered 
plants, the propagation and replanting of native 
plants and the removal of invasive plants. 


The Conservation Committee continued its 
partnership with the Horticulture Committee to 
promote pollinators. Throughout the year, the 
committee continued exploring “colony-collapse 


disorder’ and the declining Monarch butterfly 
population. Ideas were offered to local GCA club 
members that demonstrated how to make a difference 
with these pressing problems. 


By beginning in their own backyards, the 
Conservation Committee encouraged all GCA 
members to participate in projects concerning natural 


resources and protection of the environment. 
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FOUNDERS FUND 


issahickon Garden Club, Philadelphia, 

has been named 2015 recipient of 

The Garden Club of America Founders 
Fund Award. ‘The $30,000 award was announced 
during the GCA’s annual meeting. The funds will be 
used to support a civic improvement project at 
Stenton, one of Philadelphia's oldest and best- 
preserved historic houses. 


Wissahickon Garden Club will use the award to 
create an urban meadow at Stenton, the 18th-century 
plantation in Philadelphia where the founding 
meeting of the GCA was held in 1913. Funds will 
be used to underwrite soil testing and preparation, 
selection of historically and environmentally 
appropriate plantings, installation of a one-acre 
meadow and development of educational materials. 


The meadow will frame a newly restored entry drive 
and represent the expansive agricultural fields that 
historically surrounded the house. “One of the 
primary goals is to enhance the landscape through 
new vistas that further the experience of Stenton as 
an urban oasis, as it is located in a densely populated 
and underserved neighborhood,” says Mary Jane 
Greenwood, president of Wissahickon Garden Club. 


Another important outcome is a curriculum addition 
to Stentons History Hunters Youth Reporter 
program, which targets at-risk Philadelphia school 
system students. This award-winning educational 
program serves nearly 3,000 students annually, most 
of whom have little access to green space and few 
opportunities to experience the natural environment. 
The urban meadow will provide an outdoor learning 
laboratory for better understanding of Stenton as a 
working 18th-century plantation. “Students will be 
able to link the history of Stentons landscape to 
urban farming and land use in the community today, 
to learn about sustainability, healthier eating options 
and environmentally friendly practices like 
composting,” explains Greenwood. 


The meadow will also create numerous environmental 
benefits, such as increased plant biodiversity and 
improved habitat for wildlife, and will attract those 
interested in garden and landscape history. 


The urban meadow is part of a larger plan to 
rejuvenate Stentons historic landscape, begun in 
2013. Stenton is a National Historic Landmark and 
is administered by the National Society of the 
Colonial Dames of America in the Commonwealth 


(continued) 
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of Pennsylvania. Stenton’s builder was James Logan, 
secretary to Pennsylvania founder William Penn. ‘The 
mansion, barn, icehouse and colonial garden sit on 


three of the original 500 acres. 


In addition, two runners-up were awarded $7,500 
grants. Sasqua Garden Club, Fairfield, Connecticut, 
will use the funds to support five native habitat 
gardens at Connecticut Audubon’s Birdcraft Museum 
and Sanctuary, also of Fairfield. ‘The funds will help 
underwrite signage and a free cell-phone tour, which 
will make the gardens a living classroom for 
thousands of schoolchildren visiting annually. 
Carolina Foothills Garden Club will continue its 50 
years of supporting Falls Park on the Reedy River in 
downtown Greenville, South Carolina. Funds will go 
toward an interpretive component, including a 
network of plant identification markers and 
educational panels giving historical and scientific 
information utilizing quick-response code (QR) 


technology. 
‘The Founders Fund Award was established in 1934 to 


provide monetary awards to projects proposed by 
GCA-member clubs. ‘The award initially was endowed 
in memory of the GCAS first president, Elizabeth 
Price Martin (Mrs. J. Willis) of Philadelphia, who 
served from 1913-20. Generous gifts from clubs and 


individuals have since augmented the fund. 


The first award of $700 was presented in 1936 for 
English-language publication of the oldest-known 
American herbal, the 1552 Badianus Manuscript, by 
Johns Hopkins Press. Since then, Founders Fund 
winners and runners-up have saved thousands of 
acres of land and innumerable trees, restored historic 
landmarks, established civic plantings and conducted 
research and educational projects across the country. 
Projects are nominated annually by garden clubs that 
are members of the GCA. Individual members of all 
GCA clubs vote among three finalists selected by a 
committee of regional representatives. 





SAVE THE 
REDWOODS 


Save the Redwoods League in California to 

purchase over 2500 acres to form the GCA 
Grove in the Humboldt Redwoods State Park, home 
to the largest remaining old-growth redwood forest 
in the world. In subsequent years the GCA and the 
League funded the purchase of additional acres for 


| Soe years ago the GCA partnered with the 


preservation and public enjoyment of this remarkable 
grove of towering forest. A successful GCA campaign 
concluded in July 2014 raised over $400,000 to 
complete prior land purchases, and to restore and 
reopen the River Trail, which had been damaged by 
storms and fire. Ihe GCAS partnership with Save the 
Redwoods League was joined by the Student 
Conservation Association, which provided a six- 
student crew that worked to minimize erosion and 
other environmental impacts. President of the League 
Sam Hodder says, “Ihe improved trail will allow 
thousands of visitors the opportunity to walk in the 
remarkable grove that the League and GCA worked 
so hard to protect. Furthermore, the SCA's 
participation in the project advanced the League and 
the GCAS efforts to involve young people in 
conservation so that future generations can 


experience the wonder of our forests.” 
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ZONE VIII 


he members of Zone VIII celebrated their 

many accomplishments and events in 2014-15 

by gathering in Columbia, SC, on April 20 — 
22,2015 for “Columns, Rivers and Roses.” Members 
of the Palmetto Garden Club of South Carolina 
treated members to outstanding speakers, garden 
tours, dinners and outings. Throughout the meeting, 
developing partnerships within our communities and 
supporting local organizations and projects was 
recognized as a priority. 


Zone VIII clubs continued or initiated creative ways 
to fundraise in their respective communities. 
Peachtree Garden Club, Atlanta, GA, provided over 
$50,000 in grants through their Christmas Home 
Tour. A few of the recipients of the grants included 
Truly Living Well, a downtown community garden, 
Swan Wood at the Atlanta History Center for their 
invasive removal program, and the Atlanta Botanical 
Garden for their orchid conservation program. These 
and other programs continue to thrive because of the 
dedication and energy of Peachtree members. Other 
clubs, Palmetto Garden Club, Trustees Garden Club 
and the Garden Club of Halifax Country, had 
greenery sales to fundraise for area projects. In 
Jacksonville, FL, the Late Bloomers Garden Club 
hosted the annual Root Ball with Greenscape to help 
raise awareness of the importance of trees in 
Jacksonville and to assist in the support of 
Jacksonville’s only tree planting organization. 
Proceeds from the $84,000 raised by the 2015 Root 
Ball enabled Late Bloomers to contribute to the local 
community through its civic projects and grants, 
including a new beautification project that brings 
together interested parties for a collaborative, 
comprehensive vision of the downtown core of 


Jacksonville. 


Joint projects with local organizations were a 
specialty of Zone VIII clubs. Ihe Garden Club of 
Halifax Country joined with the Children’s Museum 
at the Museum of Arts and Sciences in Daytona 
Beach, FL, to create a large honeybee exhibit. ‘The 
exhibit included an open bee skep housing a large 
monitor, a beekeeper mannequin, and two touch 
screens that featured interactive games about the life 
of bees. This active club also joined with local 
organizations to build a greenhouse that will provide 
space to propagate, grow plants and host club 
horticulture projects. 


The Founders Garden Club of Sarasota proudly 
supported their partnership with Meals on Wheels by 
continuing their 20 year tradition of donating tray 
favors at Christmas. Miniature boxwood Christmas 
trees were created by members to adorn trays for over 


460 needy residents. 
In Athens, GA, Junior Ladies’ Garden Club members 


donated bags of leaves, mulch and pine straw at the 
site of their 2013 Centennial Tree Project. In 
coordination with local officials, their “Leaves to 
Trees” bags were spread to help maintain their trees 
through the seasons. ‘[heir project not only mulched 
the trees, but discouraged weeds and encouraged 


recycling and conservation. 


Establishing a garden library with a worldwide 
reputation was the Cherokee Garden Clubs goal in 
1975. In 2015, the club celebrated the 40th 
anniversary of the Cherokee Garden Library on the 
campus of the Atlanta Historical Society. ‘This library 
has grown significantly thanks to the outstanding 
leadership and involvement of the Cherokee Garden 
Club in Atlanta, GA. Community partnerships work 
in Zone VIII. 
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one XII is the largest geographic zone within 
/ ss GCA. Our kaleidoscope of activity in 

2014-2015 involved working on community 
gardens, publishing books of members gardens, 
growing Brussels sprouts as a challenge plant, keeping 
and promoting bees, and learning about the advantages 
of backyard chickens. Zone XII clubs participated in 
planning club and GCA flower shows. Pollinator 
projects and programs were abundant, in addition to 
garden tours and opportunities to continue education 
in photography and flower arranging. Arctostaphylos 
densifiora ‘Howard McMinn,’ nominated by a Zone 
XII club, was awarded honorable mention GCA Plant 
of the Year. Under our Bay Visions initiative, 
representatives from each Zone XII club lead an effort 
to encourage collaboration between GCA clubs and 
cities to restore the San Francisco Bay and area 
wetlands. Embracing conservation and advocacy and 


celebrating several club centennials completed our year. 


n Zone XI, the Des Moines Founders, Green 
[t= Lake Minnetonka, and Winnetka garden 

clubs created green spaces and gardens 
emphasizing the importance of native species, 
pollinators, and the love of gardening. Cedar Rapids, 
Kenilworth, Ladue, and Lake Forest garden clubs 
held successful fundraisers that supported community 
projects. Barrington, Evanston, Town and Country, 
and Westport garden clubs sponsored speakers who 
shared important information for the quality of 
members futures. Ihe Garden Guild of Winnetka 
and the Kettle Moraine, Lake Geneva, and St. Louis 
garden clubs created workshops educating their 
members on the joys of photography, flower 
arranging, and garden design. With the Zone XI 
clubs’ strengths, creativity, and ambitions, we are 
powerful and making a difference. 





Arctostaphylos densiflora Howard McMinn 
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